
Ontario Legislature Internship Programme 
Sponsorship Package 

What is the Ontario Legislature Internship Programme (OLIP)? 
 

The Ontario Legislature Internship Programme is a non-partisan, educational internship designed to offer recent university graduates 
practical work experience while providing backbench Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs) with highly qualified staffers.  
Interns participate in a ten-month placement, which is equally divided into two terms ¬ one in the office of a Government MPP and 
one in the office of an Opposition MPP. In addition to these placements, interns travel to other jurisdictions within Canada and 
abroad to learn about the varied legislative processes and political issues. 
 

Who participates in the Programme? 
 

Applicants to the programme have at least one university degree and are selected for their academic abilities, as well as their  
extra-curricular and community involvement. Candidates go through a highly competitive application process, with over 100  
applications considered each year for ten positions. 
 

What do interns do? 
 

~ Assist in writing press releases, speeches and questions for Question Period.   
~ Organize conferences or special events on behalf of Members.   
~ Conduct naoa]n_dŬbknŬLner]paŬIai^ano¨Ŭ>ehhoŬknŬkpdanŬlnkfa_po+ 
~ Meet with stakeholders, journalists and government officials from across the country and abroad. 



2007-8 Interns with  
Premier Dalton McGuinty  

In addition to working in MPP offices, interns take part in many other  
activities that serve to enhance the educational aims of the programme. 

The 2008-2009 Interns at the desk used by Lester B. Pearson's while he was High Commissioner to 
the UK, Canada House, Trafalgar Square, London.  

Visiting and Hosting Other Legislatures 
 

Every year, the interns participate in several visits to other legislatures and host interns from across the 
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exposing them to the political workings of legislatures in other jurisdictions. Visits to the House of Commons 
in Ottawa, the National Assembly in Quebec and Westminster in London are integral components of the 

programme. 

Major Seminars and Important Guest Speakers 
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educational curriculum centres upon numerous meetings with politicians, public servants, 
private sector stakeholders, the media and nongovernmental organizations. Some recent  

meetings include: Jean Chretien, Bill Davis, Jean Charest, Peter Mansbridge, Stephen Lewis, 
Justin Trudeau, Peter McKay, and Steve Paiken. 

A Unique Learning Experience 

Intern Papers 
 

Based on their experiences, each intern is required to write an  
original research paper on an aspect of the legislative process in 
Ontario.   
Interns present their papers at the annual conference of the  
Canadian Political Science Association, held in May or June of each 
year at a Canadian University 


